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In a constantly changing world, it’s a great comfort to 

me  (and millions of other quilters)  that quilts remain the 

same. Styles and trends come and go, but fundamentally, 

a quilt made 100 years ago is every bit as useful, beautiful, 

and personal as one made last week. It’s safe to say that 

100 years in the future, quilts will still do what they do now.

The Quiltfolk Patterns project started because people 

talk a lot about today’s quilts reinterpreting patterns from 

the past — but we wanted to show that process. With each 

Quiltfolk pattern, we hope to spark that exact “then as 

now” conversation, letting the makers and the quilts speak 

for themselves. 

Because a quilt pattern is so much more than a set of 

instructions: It’s a story. And Quiltfolk exists to tell the 

stories of quilters past and present, quilt by quilt. All quilts 

are connected, and through that connection we glimpse 

our collective future.

xoxo

Mary Fons
EDITOR IN CHIEF
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Though Laura Allard completed her quilt some 80 years ago, its beauty continues to inspire 
those in her family — and beyond. Liberty Stars is pictured here in the home of Lynne Bassett.

Laura Rosalia Allard was born in Iowa in 1871, as a divided 

country struggled to unite after the Civil War. Her life con-

tinued to be marked by wars: She lived through World War I 

only to see her grandson Joseph Zacek enlist in the US Army 

Air Corps not long after the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor.

Allard’s pride in her grandson’s service inspired her to 

make him a special red-white-and-blue quilt. While Zacek 

served abroad, Allard entered his quilt into the 1942 Butte 

County Fair in Nisland, South Dakota. Allard’s skilled piecing 

and hand-quilted propeller wing details — mimicking the 

wings on Zacek’s uniform patch — earned her a blue ribbon.

SOURCE QUILT

Blue Ribbons, 
Beloved Quilts
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ABOVE, FROM LEFT: Ephemera helps to tell the story of Allard's quilt; Bassett says her love of quilts is "visceral"; a few of the antique pincushions in the quilt scholar's collection.

After returning home from the war, Zacek used his quilt 

as an everyday object for warmth — even once for furniture 

padding when he moved. But he saved his grandmother’s 

blue ribbon and passed the story of the quilt down to his 

daughter, textile historian Lynne Zacek Bassett.

“I loved my father very, very dearly and the quilt links 

me to him still,” Bassett said of her late father. “I think my 

father and my mother both would be flabbergasted at the 

attention that Laura Allard’s quilt has received. And I think 

they would be delighted.” As for her great-grandmother, 

Bassett said, “Although I never met her, I like to think that 

she would be glad to know that I love her quilt and I’m 

making it famous.” 

To learn more about quilt historian Lynne Bassett,  
read Quiltfolk Issue 05: Eastern Massachusetts, pages 37-49.
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QU I LT BY

Laura Allard

M AT E R I A L S

 � 71 ⁄2 yards of white solid 
(binding included)

 � 1 yard of red solid 

 � 1 yard of navy solid 

 � 71 /8 yards of backing fabric 

 � Template material (optional) 

 � Spray starch (optional, but 
recommended) 

 � 84" x 100" rectangle of 
batting

C U T T I NG 

All measurements include 1 ⁄4" seam allowances. 

FROM WHITE SOLID, CUT:

• 3 (165/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 5 (165/8") squares and 2 (85/8") 
squares. Cut 165/8" squares in half diagonally in both directions to yield 
20 side setting triangles (2 are extra). Cut 85/8" squares in half diagonally 
to yield 4 corner setting triangles.

• 7 (113/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 20 (113/8") setting squares.

• 5 (53⁄4" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 30 (53⁄4") squares. Cut squares in 
half diagonally in both directions to yield 120 small triangles.

• 11 (35/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 120 (35/8") small squares.

• 10 (21 ⁄4" x 42") strips for binding.

• 25 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips.

Tip: Using spray starch on the fabric before cutting the 11⁄4"-wide white, red,
and navy strips helps to keep them from stretching.

Though Laura Allard’s star quilt is gorgeous in red, white, and blue, take a cue from Revival designer Liza Prior Lucy 
if you feel like playing with vibrant color. Once you master the Y-seams on this challenging quilt, the stars-and-stripes 
possibilities are endless.  

Liberty Stars
QUILT SIZE: Approx. 77" x 92"    BLOCK SIZE: 107/8" SQUARE

SOURCE QUILT

“[My great-grandmother] 
put a lot of emotion into her 
quilt: pride in her grandson, 
patriotism for the United 
States, [and] hope for a 
successful outcome of the war.”

— LYNNE BASSETT
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C U T T I NG , CON T I N U E D

FROM RED SOLID, CUT:

• 25 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips. 

FROM NAVY SOLID, CUT:

• 25 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips.

Making the blocks
1. Join 1 red, 1 white, and 1 navy 1¼"-wide strip, offsetting the strips by 1" as shown. Press the seam allowances 

toward the red and navy strips. Make 25 strip sets.

2. Place a ruler on a strip set with 45° line of ruler on top edge of strip. Trim off the end of the strip set close to the 
points as shown.

SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

45°

1"
1"
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3. Rotate the strip set 180°. Place the ruler on the strip set with the 23⁄4" line on the angled cut edge. Cut along the edge 
of the ruler to yield 1 diamond. Compare the diamond to pattern on page 16 to make sure it’s accurate. 

 Note: If you prefer, make a template from the diamond pattern and trace it on the strip set. Cut on traced lines.

4. Continuing in the same manner, cut 10 diamonds from each strip set (250 total, you will use 240).

5. Join 2 diamonds into a pair, starting at the point. Stop and backstitch at the outer 1 ⁄4" seam allowance. Make 4 pairs.

6. Set a small white triangle into each pair, starting seams at the outer edge and backstitching at the inner 1 ⁄4" seam 
allowance.

 Note: If you’ve never tackled set-in seams (or Y-seams) before, it may take time to get the hang of it. For pointers, look 
online or in your favorite sewing book. We think the Y-Seams Tutorial on the Fresh Lemons Quilts blog is fabulous. 

SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

MAKE 4

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
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Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

MAKE 4

45°
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SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

8. Set 4 small squares into the corners to complete a block. Make 30 blocks.

7. Join 2 units to make a half-star. Make 2 half-stars, and then join them to make a star.

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°

MAKE 30
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SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

Quilt assembly
1. Referring to the Quilt Assembly 

Diagram, lay out the blocks, 
white setting squares, and white 
side and corner triangles. 

2. Join the pieces into diagonal 
rows. Press the seam allowances 
toward the setting squares 
and triangles. Join the rows to 
complete the quilt top.

1”
1”

Diagram 3 (both diagrams)

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

Diagram 4
Make 4

Diagram 5
Make 4

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

45°

45°
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SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

Finishing the quilt
1. Cut the backing fabric into 3 

(23/8-yard) lengths. Join the 
pieces lengthwise. Seams will run 
horizontally. 

2. Layer the backing, wrong side up; 
batting; and quilt top, right side 
up. Baste; quilt as desired. 

3. Make double-fold binding using 
the 21 ⁄4"-wide white strips. Sew 
the binding to the quilt.
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SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

M AT E R I A L S

 � 51 /8 yards of white solid (binding included)

 � 3⁄4 yard of red solid 

 � 3⁄4 yard of navy solid 

 � 43⁄4 yards of backing fabric 

 � 70" x 85" rectangle of batting

C U T T I NG 

FROM WHITE SOLID, CUT:

• 2 (165/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 4 (165/8") squares. Cut squares in half diagonally in both directions 
to yield 16 side setting triangles (2 are extra).

• 1 (85/8" x 42") strip. From strip, cut 2 (85/8") squares. Cut squares in half diagonally to yield 4 corner setting 
triangles.

• 4 (113/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 12 (113/8") setting squares.

• 3 (53⁄4" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 20 (53⁄4") squares. Cut squares in half diagonally in both directions to 
yield 80 small triangles.

• 8 (35/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 80 (35/8") small squares.

• 8 (21 ⁄4" x 42") strips for binding.

• 16 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips. 

FROM RED SOLID, CUT:

• 16 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips. 

FROM NAVY SOLID, CUT:

• 16 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips.

I NS T RUC T IONS

1. Make 16 strip sets. 

2. Cut 160 diamonds. 

3. Make 20 blocks.

Liberty Stars Throw Size
QUILT SIZE: Approx. 61" x 77"  BLOCKS: 20

ALTERNATE SIZES
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SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

M AT E R I A L S

 � 9 yards of white solid (binding included)

 � 11 ⁄4 yards of red solid 

 � 11 ⁄4 yards of navy solid 

 � 85/8 yards of backing fabric 

 � 100" square of batting

CUTTING 

FROM WHITE SOLID, CUT:

• 3 (165/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 5 (165/8") squares and 2 (85/8") squares. Cut 165/8" squares in half 
diagonally in both directions to yield 20 side setting triangles. Cut 85/8" squares in half diagonally to yield 
4 corner setting triangles. Cut 85/8" squares in half diagonally to yield 4 corner setting triangles.

• 9 (113/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 25 (113/8") setting squares.

• 6 (53⁄4" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 36 (53⁄4") squares. Cut squares in half diagonally in both directions to 
yield 144 small triangles.

• 14 (35/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 144 (35/8") small squares.

• 11 (21 ⁄4" x 42") strips for binding.

• 29 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips. 

FROM RED SOLID, CUT:

• 29 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips. 

FROM NAVY SOLID, CUT:

• 29 (11 ⁄4" x 42") strips.

I NS T RUC T IONS

1. Make 29 strip sets. 

2. Cut 288 diamonds. 

3. Make 36 blocks.

Liberty Stars Queen Size
QUILT SIZE: Approx. 92" x 92"  BLOCKS: 36

ALTERNATE SIZES
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Diamond

SOURCE QUILT: LIBERTY STARS

Print this page at full size 
(100%, no scaling).

Liberty Stars
TEMPLATES
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Victory for Patriotic Quilts

“Do with less, so they’ll have enough!”

“Dig for victory, grow your own vegetables.”

“Make do and mend.”

Slogans like these appeared on posters and advertisements 

during World War II to encourage women on the home front 

to support rationing campaigns. Over 16 million American 

men served during the war, and their participation profoundly 

altered domestic life. Six million women entered the workforce, 

primarily in manufacturing jobs supporting the war effort, and 

made do at home by planting victory gardens, buying war 

bonds, and rationing food and supplies. 

World War II also led to dramatic changes in how and 

why women on the home front made quilts. Cotton fabric 

was requisitioned for military use, but cotton sacks used 

for flour, sugar, and animal feed could still be produced 

for commercial use by factories, contributing to the rise 

This famous image of Rosie the Riveter was issued by the US War Production Board,  
ca. 1942-43; the World War II image would resurface in the feminist uprisings of the 1970s. 
Poster image courtesy of the National Archives. 
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of scrappy feed-sack quilts. Quilts were made by women’s 

organizations to raise money for charities including the Red 

Cross, and “Honor Roll” quilts were embroidered with the 

names of dozens of servicemen.

Patriotic quilts became symbols of support for the war 

effort, and the names of quilt blocks even changed to reflect 

this. Our Source quilt block was originally published as the 

“Tennessee” block by the women’s magazine Hearth and 

Home in the early 1900s, then was renamed “Liberty Star” 

Further reading
World War II Quilts, Sue Reich. (Atglen, Pennsylvania: Schiffer Publishing, 
Ltd., 2017)

All Flags Flying: American Patriotic Quilts as Expressions of Liberty, Robert 
Bishop and Carter Houck. (New York, New York: E. P. Dutton, 1986)

in 1932 when the Kansas City Star’s quilt column advised 

readers to use red fabrics. During World War II, the newspaper 

Capper’s Weekly saw this block’s patriotic potential and 

changed its name again to “Stars of Stripes.”   

LEFT: Riveter at work on Consolidated bomber, Consolidated Aircraft Corp., Fort Worth, Texas, 1943. RIGHT: Making a quilt from surplus commodity cotton in Greensboro, Greene County, Georgia, 1941. 
Photographs courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division.
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AMHERST,  MASSACHUSETTS ,  20 18
Lynne and Liza: New England Stars
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ABOVE, LEFT: Liza Prior Lucy was “rarely without some kind of needlework” in her hands as a child. Closely examining the hand-pieced, 
hand-quilted Liberty Stars was a treat for the designer. RIGHT: Allard quilted propeller wing motifs into her grandson’s quilt. 21
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Lucy’s chosen color palette may be a world away from that of the original, but Bassett agreed the two star quilts share a definite family resemblance. 23
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Why do quilts continue to hold Lucy’s interest after nearly 40 years in the business?  
“Colorful textiles,” the designer said. “I just love everything about them.”

Most profiles of Liza Prior Lucy detail her decades-long 

career as the right-hand designer of textile rockstar Kaffe 

Fassett. After all, she’s co-authored six books, designed 

countless quilts, and toured the globe teaching patchwork 

with the fabric celebrity.

What these descriptions don’t tell you is that Lucy is 

stylish, warm, and a loyal friend. She’s also got a wry 

sense of humor. Sharing the details of her first quilt — 25 

bandanas stitched together, backed with corduroy, tied with 

wool knitting yarn — she cringed. “It was for my college 

boyfriend’s waterbed.” 

REVIVAL QUILT

Lucy’s Star Turn 
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We bet it was cool, though, and colorful. Lucy is great at 

color — the more the better. Therefore, reinventing Lynne 

Bassett’s three-fabric Liberty Stars quilt posed a challenge.

“I need more color to be entertained long enough to make 

a quilt,” the scrap quilter admitted. “Once I focused in on the 

swirling stars and the hint of hexagon shapes in the quilting, 

I was off to the races.” Indeed, Kaffe Fassett purples, blues, 

and flecks of gold are in full gallop in Spinning Stars; the 

effect is a kaleidoscopic departure from the original. 

Lucy was afraid Bassett would be “horrified,” but her new 

friend loved Spinning Stars. Bassett’s exact words: “wowie 

zowie.” Coming from a lauded quilt scholar, the word choice 

might surprise some —  but good things come when you 

throw away the script.  

Of the Quiltfolk Patterns experience, Lucy said, “It’s hard to tear me out of my home and studio 
— but I’m so glad you did. I have new friends now in Mary and Lynne.”
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QU I LT BY

Liza Prior Lucy

Spinning Stars
QUILT SIZE: Approx. 63" x 63"  BLOCK SIZE: 77/8" SQUARE

REVIVAL QUILT

Designer’s note
The amount of fabric needed for 
the stars is variable, depending 
on the vertical repeat in your 
medium-scale print. 

0- to 10-inch repeat:  
2 yards

10- to 20-inch repeat:  
2 ½ yards

M AT E R I A L S

 � 2 yards of medium-scale 
purple-and-black print for 
stars (see Designer’s note  
on left)

 � 17/8 yards of large-scale black 
print for alternate blocks 

 � 7/8 yard of red print for blocks 

 � 11 /2 yards of blue print for 
blocks and binding 

 � 17/8 yards of multicolor print 
for border 

 � 4 yards backing fabric 

 � Template material (optional) 

 � Spray starch (optional, but 
recommended) 

 � 71" square of batting

C U T T I NG 

All measurements include ¼" seam allowances. 

FROM LARGE-SCALE BLACK PRINT, CUT:

• 7 (83/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 25 (83/8") squares. 

FROM RED PRINT, CUT:

• 3 (41 ⁄2" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 24 (41 ⁄2") squares. Cut squares 
diagonally in both directions to yield 96 quarter-square triangles.

• 4 (31 /8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 48 (31 /8") squares. 

FROM BLUE PRINT, CUT:

• 4 (31 /8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 48 (31 /8") squares.

• 8 (23⁄4" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 100 (23⁄4") squares.

• 7 (21 ⁄4" x 42") strips for binding. 

FROM MULTICOLOR PRINT, CUT:

• 4 (41 ⁄2"-wide) lengthwise strips.

To achieve the kaleidoscopic effect of the stars in this challenging quilt, you will need to identify the repeat in your 
fabric design and cut precisely. Take a look at the quilt photograph to see how Lucy “fussy cut” the identical diamonds 
used in each star. Make sure your selected fabric design repeats sufficiently to cut all the stripes. 
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Making the star blocks 

Tip: Using spray starch on the purple-and-black print fabric before cutting helps to keep the bias edges of the diamonds 
from stretching.

1. Cut the 2-yard piece of purple-and-black print lengthwise through the middle to make 2 pieces approximately 21" x 72". 

 Note: The ideal print will have a horizontal repeat near the mid-width fold. 

2. Layer one piece on top of the other, both right sides up, carefully matching motifs. Press. Generously pin the layers 
together, checking often to be sure motifs are aligned. 

3. Cut the layered fabric in half crosswise, moving pins if necessary. The pieces should be approximately 21" x 36". 

4. Remove pins and layer the 4 pieces, all right sides up, shifting fabric if needed to match repeating motifs. Pin 
generously again. 

5. Cut six 21 /8" x 21" strip sets across the width of fabric, cutting through all layers, moving pins if necessary. Number 
the sets 1–6 as you cut them. 

6. Fussy cut 6 more 21 /8"-wide strips in order, taking care to match the fabric designs of the original six strip sets. You 
should have 6 sets of 2 identical strip sets.

 Note: You may need to skip a bit of fabric to find the design repeat before cutting. 

7. Place a ruler on a strip set with the 45° line of ruler on the top edge. Trim the end of the strip set as shown.

REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

45°
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8. Rotate the strip set 180°. Place the ruler on the strip set with the 21 /8" line on the angled cut edge. Cut along the edge 
of the ruler to yield 4 diamonds. Compare the diamonds to the pattern on page 37 to make sure they’re accurate. 
Cut a total of 4 groups of 4 diamonds from the strip set. 

 Note: If you prefer, make a template from the diamond pattern and trace it on the strip set. Cut on traced lines.

9. From the matching strip set, cut a total of 4 groups of 4 diamonds, making sure the diamonds match the first group. 
You should have 4 groups of 8 identical diamonds. 

10. Repeat to cut 4 groups of 8 diamonds from each pair of strip sets, yielding a total of 24 groups of 8 identical 
diamonds. 

11. Lay out 8 identical diamonds in a star arrangement, with the motifs oriented in the same direction. 

12. Join 2 diamonds into a pair, starting at the center point. Stop and backstitch at the outer 1 ⁄4" seam allowance. Make 4 
identical pairs.

REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

MAKE 4

45°
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REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

13. Set a red print triangle into each pair, starting seams at the outer edge and backstitching at the inner 1 ⁄4" seam 
allowance.

 Note: If you’ve never tackled set-in seams (or Y-seams) before, it may take time to get the hang of it. For pointers, look 
online or in your favorite sewing book. We think the Y-Seams Tutorial on the Fresh Lemons Quilts blog is fabulous. 

14. Join 2 units to make a half-star. Make 2 half-stars, and then join them to make a star unit.

15. Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on the wrong side of each 31 /8" blue print square. 

16.  Place a blue square on a red print square, right sides together. Stitch 1 ⁄4" away from the line on both sides. Cut on the 
line to yield 2 half-square triangle (HST) units. Make 96.

17.  Set 4 HST units into the corners of a star unit to complete 1 block. Make 24 star blocks.

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

MAKE 96

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

MAKE 24

MAKE 4
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REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

Making the alternate blocks
1. Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on the wrong side of each 23⁄4" blue print square. 

2. Place a blue print square on 1 corner of a large-scale black print square, right sides together. Sew on the line. Press 
the blue square in half along the stitching line, aligning the outer edges with the black square. Trim the seam 
allowance to 1 ⁄4".

3.  Sew a blue square to each of the remaining corners of the black square to complete an alternate block. Make 25.

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9

MAKE 25

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9
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REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

Quilt assembly
1. Referring to the Quilt Assembly 

Diagram, lay out the blocks in 7 
rows of 7. 

2. Join the blocks into rows. Press 
the seam allowances toward the 
alternate blocks.

3.  Join the rows to complete the 
quilt center. 

4.  Measure the length of the quilt 
center through the middle. Trim 
2 multicolor border strips to that 
length and sew them to opposite 
sides of the quilt center. 

5.  Measure the width of the quilt, 
including the borders just added. 
Trim the remaining border strips 
to that length and sew them to 
the remaining sides of the quilt.

45°

45°

Make 4 

Make 25 

Make 24 

Diagram 5

Diagram 6

Make 96

Diagram 7

Diagram 8

Diagram 9
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REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

Finishing the quilt
1.  Cut the backing fabric into 2 

(2-yard) lengths. Join the pieces 
lengthwise. 

2.  Layer the backing, wrong side up; 
batting; and quilt top, right side 
up. Baste; quilt as desired. 

3.  Make double-fold binding using 
the 21 ⁄4"-wide blue print strips. 
Sew the binding to the quilt.
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REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

M AT E R I A L S

 � 21 ⁄2 yards of medium-scale purple-and-black print for stars (see Designer’s 
note below)

 � 2 yards of large-scale black print for alternate blocks 

 � 11 ⁄4 yards of red print for blocks 

 � 2 yards of blue print for blocks and binding 

 � 11 /8 yards of multicolor print for borders (pieced from crosswise strips) 

 � 5 yards backing fabric 

 � 71" x 86" rectangle of batting

C U T T I NG 

FROM LARGE-SCALE BLACK PRINT, CUT:

• 8 (83/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 32 (83/8") squares. 

FROM RED PRINT, CUT:

• 4 (41 ⁄2" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 31 (41 ⁄2") squares. Cut squares 
diagonally in both directions to yield 124 quarter-square triangles.

• 6 (31 /8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 62 (31 /8") squares. 

FROM BLUE PRINT, CUT:

• 6 (31 /8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 62 (31 /8") squares.

• 10 (23⁄4" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 128 (23⁄4") squares.

• 8 (21 ⁄4" x 42") strips for binding. 

FROM MULTICOLOR PRINT, CUT:

• 8 (41 ⁄2" x 42") strips. Join 2 strips to make a side border; make 4 side borders.

I NS T RUC T IONS

1.  Make 8 sets of 2 identical strip sets. 

2.  Cut 4 groups of 4 diamonds from each strip set (you’ll have 8 extra 
diamonds). 

3.  Make 31 star blocks. 

4.  Make 32 alternate blocks.

Spinning Stars Twin Size
QUILT SIZE: Approx. 63" x 79"

ALTERNATE SIZES

Designer’s note: 
The amount of fabric 
needed for the stars is 
variable, depending on 
the vertical repeat in 
your medium-scale print. 

0- to 10-inch repeat:  
2½ yards

10- to 20-inch repeat:  
3 yards
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REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

M AT E R I A L S

 � 3 yards of medium-scale purple-and-black print for stars  
(see Designer’s note below)

 � 23⁄4 yards of large-scale black print for alternate blocks 

 � 11 ⁄2 yards of red print for blocks 

 � 21 ⁄4 yards of blue print for blocks and binding 

 � 11 ⁄4 yards of multicolor print for borders (pieced from crosswise strips) 

 � 71 ⁄2 yards backing fabric 

 � 87" square of batting

C U T T I NG 

FROM LARGE-SCALE BLACK PRINT, CUT:

• 11 (83/8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 41 (83/8") squares 

FROM RED PRINT, CUT:

• 5 (41 ⁄2" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 40 (41 ⁄2") squares. Cut squares 
diagonally in both directions to yield 160 quarter-square triangles.

• 7 (31 /8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 80 (31 /8") squares.

FROM BLUE PRINT, CUT:

• 7 (31 /8" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 80 (31 /8") squares.

• 12 (23⁄4" x 42") strips. From strips, cut 164 (23⁄4") squares.

• 9 (21 ⁄4" x 42") strips for binding. 

FROM MULTICOLOR PRINT, CUT:

• 8 (41 ⁄2" x 42") strips. Join 2 strips to make a side border; make 4 side borders. 

I NS T RUC T IONS

1.  Make 10 sets of 2 identical strip sets. 

2.  Cut 4 groups of 4 diamonds from each strip set. 

3.  Make 40 star blocks. 

4.  Make 41 alternate blocks.

Spinning Stars Full Size
QUILT SIZE: Approx. 79" x 79"

ALTERNATE SIZES

Designer’s note: 
The amount of fabric 
needed for the stars is 
variable, depending on 
the vertical repeat in 
your medium-scale print. 

0- to 10-inch repeat:  
3 yards

10- to 20-inch repeat:  
3½ yards
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Diamond

REVIVAL QUILT: SPINNING STARS

Print this page at full size 
(100%, no scaling).

Spinning Stars
TEMPLATES
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In the quilt world, the skills of designers like Liza Prior Lucy and scholars like Lynne Bassett work together to further the life of the American quilt. 38



S U BSCR I BE 

Quiltfolk is a community-supported 
home for American quilt culture. 

To join the community,  
visit us at Quiltfolk.com.

S U BM IS SIONS

If you know of a person, place, or 
quilt with a story to share, send us an 
email at submit@quiltfolk.com. 

S AY H E L L O

Quiltfolk 
PO Box 10796 
Eugene, OR 97440

Or email us at hello@quiltfolk.com.

              

©2018 Quiltfolk



Quiltfolk.comQuiltfolk.com



005
Want a hard copy of these quilting instructions? Once 
your print screen is open, simply select a specific page 

range you’d like to print. To save on color ink, we suggest 
printing in black-and-white or grayscale.


